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Comment 
#  Comment  Stakeholder  Staff Response 
1  Consider including 

mountain biking 
facilities (i.e. bike 
skills parks and single 
track trails) in the 
Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan update 

San Diego Mountain 
Biking Association (via 
email and attendance at 
various public outreach 
meetings) 

Policy 1.17 ‐ Mountain 
Biking added to list of "other 
facilities;' Policy 1.29 added 
to explore the development 
of bike skills facilities to 
accommodate the growing 
popularity of mountain 
biking; Policy 2.5 addresses 
the opportunity for special 
purpose facilities when it 
can be demonstrated that a 
specialized facility (e.g. a 
bike skills park) is more 
prudent due to a site's 
limited size or use 
restrictions; Bike skills parks 
are noted as "Misc. 
Facilities" in future 
unnamed community park 
in Otay Ranch Village 8E 
(OVRP Area 11) and future 
unnamed neighborhood 
park OVRP Area 6 (Rios Ave) 

2  It would be great to 
see fruit trees and 
edible landscaping 

Community Member  Policy 1.26 supports the 
Healthy Chula Vista 
Initiative, including the 
implementation of park 
sites and programs that 
support healthy lifestyles. A 
supporting action item 
includes the evaluation of 
the City’s Community 
Garden Policy No. 2010‐043 
to allow community garden 
uses in city parks. 

3  Would like to see 
more trails in Chula 
Vista, such as the 

Community Member  There are many miles of 
trails and paths in the City 
today and as the City 
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Rohr Park 3‐mile trail. develops new parks, 
perimeter trails are often 
considered as part of the 
circulation system. Many of 
the City’s open spaces 
within communities also 
have trails available to the 
public. Staff intends to 
prepare a comprehensive 
city‐wide trails master plan 
in the future. 

4  Would like the City to 
consider building 
tournament soccer 
fields or a youth 
sports complex that 
would support 
multiple sports 

Youth Sports Council, 
Rebels Soccer Club 

Because available land is 
limited, public parks are 
typically designed with 
multi‐purpose fields that 
can accommodate a variety 
of recreational activities to 
meet the needs of the 
community as a whole. 
Opportunities to provide a 
cluster of fields would best 
be accommodated in 
community parks because of 
their larger sizes or at a 
privately‐owned site with a 
public/private partnership. 
The Master Plan 
contemplates a Landmark 
Park which could include a 
sports complex but further 
analysis would be necessary. 

5  More community 
swimming pools are 
needed 

OVRP Policy Committee 
& Citizen Advisory 
Committee 

The current Master Plan 
update contemplates 
additional pool facilities 
along the Bayfront at the 
future Harbor Park and the 
Unnamed Community Park 
in Otay Ranch Village 4. 
Additionally, there could be 
opportunities for 
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collaboration with the 
recently opened pool at 
Southwestern College and at 
the Elite Athlete Training 
Center as that facility looks 
to revisit its master plan in 
the near future. 

6  Supportive of the 
Master Plan update 
and suggested edits 
to promote equitable 
access and 
alternative 
opportunities for 
physical activity; 
suggested revisions 
to Policy 1.2 

Healthy Chula Vista 
Advisory Commission 

Comments noted as 
presented in the letter of 
support from the 
Commission, dated April 12, 
2018. Suggested edits to 
Policy 1.2 have been 
incorporated into the 
Master Plan update. 

7  Various comments 
throughout the 
document noting 
consistency with the 
OVRP planning 
efforts 

County of SD Dept of 
Parks and Rec  and City 
of San Diego Parks and 
Rec as partners with the 
City of CV in the Joint 
Exercise Powers  
Agreement (JEPA) for 
Otay Valley Regional Park 
(OVRP)  

Staff has reviewed the 
County’s memo and 
addressed its comments 
throughout the document. A 
complete response to the 
County’s comments is 
available upon request. 



From: Susie Murphy
To: Mark Caro
Subject: Public Comment - City of Chula Vista Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update
Date: Sunday, January 28, 2018 4:23:52 PM

Dear Mr.  Caro:

As a resident of Chula Vista for almost 30 years I am pleased that the City of Chula Vista is taking public 
comment on the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update. As an avid cyclist and the Executive Director 
of the San Diego Mountain Biking Association (SDMBA), I am commenting specifically on the need for 
increased bicycle infrastructure across Chula Vista to enhance both safety and recreational cycling 
opportunities that so many residents of Chula Vista could enjoy.   The need in Chula Vista is not only for 
safe routes on our streets for commuters, students and families, but also for increased access to legal, 
nature based singletrack trails that connect to community pathways as well as bike parks, bike 
playgrounds and pumptracks.  

Mountain biking, generally considered passive recreation, is only growing in popularity.  Chula Vista is 
home to several bike shops, and a stellar BMX facility at the Chula Vista Elite Athlete Training Center. 
Chula Vista also has two high school mountain biking teams, Eastlake High School and South Bay 
Composite, part of the National Interscholastic Cycling Association. Many bike clubs also call Chula Vista 
home. Cycling is one of the most popular activities for kids under 17 nationwide.  

The San Diego Mountain Biking Association wishes to make the City aware that trails and pathways are 
different things.  While the plan mentions 69 miles of multi purpose “trails” I would like to clarify the 
difference between trails and pathways.  Multi-purpose wide pathways (8-15 feet wide) are great for 
connecting neighborhoods for joggers, walkers, dog walkers, strollers, and easy bike rides but they do not
 provide a true trail experience in nature. I appreciate that the plan calls for a park system linked by a trail 
system. Singletrack nature based, sustainable, natural surface trails (2-4 feet wide) are desired and 
needed by most mountain bikers, trail runners, equestrians and hikers and are woefully lacking in the City
 of Chula Vista.  

With more and more development coming to Chula Vista, that means more people will want to ride 
mountain bikes, hike or trail run on real natural surface trails in the open spaces that surround and dot 
Chula Vista.  Existing social trails need to be considered to be inventories and possibly authorized.  Some
 of these trails are already connecting local parks and amenities and would be a great asset to the City if 
they were recognized and managed appropriately.  A well thought out trail system that offers connectivity 
and varied and interesting trail experiences for a varied user base will also alleviate some unauthorized 
trail and jump building as well as deterring homeless activity in certain areas. 

Below are specific comments on the Master Plan update: 

Chapter 1. Resources 
I would like to suggest that bike parks, bike playgrounds, and pumptracks be considered when special 
purpose parks are being discussed or planned.  

Chapter 2.  Park and Recreation Facility Needs
I am wondering why skateparks are included in the recreation facility demands and not bike parks, 
pumptracks, or bike playgrounds.  These are similar facilities but bike parks and bike playgrounds across 
the country are proving more popular than skateparks although they both have their place and are 
complementary.  

Chapter 3. Goals and Policies
Policy 1.17 Other facilities:  BMX biking is listed here but  the city needs to understand the difference in 

mailto:susiemurphy63@gmail.com
mailto:MCaro@chulavistaca.gov


facilities between BMX biking, Bike Park, Bike Playground and Bike Pumptrack.  I request that Bike Park, 
Bike Playground, and Bike Pumptrack added to this list.  BMX biking requires major programming for 
coaching, racing and accreditation by USA BMX - American Bicycle Association.  Bike Parks, Bike 
Playgrounds and Bike Pumptracks function and are managed similarly to skateparks.  Not sure if BMX 
Biking should be kept on this list unless the city is sure of the definition and what that sort of facility 
entails. 

Chapter 4.  Facility Distribution
Figure 5.  GreenBelt - Open Space and Trail Networks
I would want to ensure that considerations are made with other agencies when implementing this trail 
network. The work already started as part of the Otay Regional Trail Alignment Study is a great start in 
bringing everyone to the table.   An example would be the City of San Diego Public Utilities ownership of 
the land surrounding Upper and Lower Otay Lakes which needs to be involved in a management plan to 
authorize the trails that currently exist in these areas and are very popular with many trail users.  There is 
great potential in the eastern end of Otay River Valley and SDMBA has already been involved with the 
parties there as part of the planning process to include some singletrack natural surface trails.  

Chapter 5.  Western Chula Vista Park Delivery
Any of the urban park ideas listed should include bike playground or hard surface pumptrack (tot track) on
 the list of options.  There is an example of this being built now in North County at Pacific Highlands 
Ranch Park.  This park will have a cement surface pumptrack for bikes.  Chula Vista needs to offer this as
 an option. It would be used much more than a tennis court and is a much more progressive and 
innovative amenity.  

The San Diego Mountain Biking Association works with many jurisdictions (City and County of San Diego,
 US Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife to name a few) and developers to help plan, design and build 
trail using highly skilled volunteers with much success.  We are happy to provide any assistance to the 
City of Chula Vista and other partners to improve the trail experiences in Chula Vista.  

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions regarding the amazing potential for real trails that 
Chula Vista has to offer.  I am happy to participate in a cycling focus group as part of this Master Plan 
Update as mentioned at the meeting last week. 

Thank you very much for all of your work to make Chula Vista amazing! 

Susie Murphy
Executive Director - San Diego Mountain Biking Association
619-316-1757
ExecutiveDirector@sdmba.com
www.sdmba.com
Become a SDMBA/IMBA member here

http://www.sdparks.org/content/dam/sdparks/en/pdf/Development/OTAS_PublicWorkshop_ppt_Final.pdf
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@sdmba.com
http://www.sdmba.com/
https://win.imba.com/join?chapter=270261
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